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What does not destroy me makes me 
stronger. Nietzsche 
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THE ROYAL NORTHUMBERLAND FUSILIERS 


=» ST. GEORGE'S DAY, 1968 


TELEVISION AND PRESS INFORMATION 
Welcome to the Parade. Please note the following points:- 


(a) After the Battalion has marched on, photographers will not 
be allowed on to the square itself, 


(b) In the hall of the Officers! Mess, there is a newly- 
Commissioned painting by Terence Cuneo of the action in Aden 
last June for which Fusilier Duffy was awarded the D.C.M. 
Fus, Duffy will be with the picture at the Mess from 
4200-1220 hrs only (approx) for photographs. These should 
be completed before guests start arriving. 


(eo) A light lunch has been arranged for you in the Conference 
. Room, which is upstairs in the Battalion Headquarters 
: building near the Guard Room. It will be available 
immediately after the Parade ends, and I shall be there and 
will be delighted to answer any questions you may have. 


R.G. BUCKTON, Lt. 


Press Officer, 


Trooping the Colours. 


April 23rd is St. George's Day. The 1st Battalion, The Royal 
Northumberland Fusiliers celebrate their Annual Regimental Day by trooping 
their colours, The parade remains unique in the British Army for two 
reasons. Firstly, all ranks wear the red and white roses of England 
in honour of their patron saint. All Fifth Fusiliers will wear their 
roses today, wherever they may be. On St. George's Day 1951, all 
ranks wore their roses at the Battle of the Imjin River in Korea. 


Secondly, the parade is distinguished by the carrying of three 
colours, a privilege shared by no other British Regiment. Besides the 
normal Queen's and Regimental Colours, a third colour known as the 
Drummer's Colour is carried by the Junior Drummer, The right to have 
this Colour was won by the Fifth Fusiliers at the battle of Wilhelmstal 
in Germany in 1762 during the war of the Austrian succession. In this 
battle the Regiment captured six regiments of French Grenadiers and one 
of their Colours. 

On the parade the Drummer's Colour is marched on in front of the 
Corps of Drums, and is then stationed by the saluting base where it 
remains until the end of the parade. The Junior Drummer is Fusilier 
W.D. Robbins, who is 19 years old. 


The Regiment and the Future. 


Today is a memorable day but a sad one, for it is today that we 
lose our County title. April 23rd 1968 is the Vesting Day for the 
Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, of which we will now form a part. The new 
‘large' regiment embraces ourselves, the Royal Fusiliers (City of 
London Regiment), the Lancashire Fusiliers, and the Royal Warwickshire 
Fusiliers. The spirit and traditions of the four Regiments will be ~ 
carried forward into the new regiment. 
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After the buglers have blown the Retreat at 1800 hrs this 
evening, our present Regimental flag will be lowered and the new 
one hoisted, and we shall then become "1st Battalion, The Royal 
Regiment of Fusiliers", 


INCIDENT DURING EVACUATION 
OF AN OBSERVATION POST. .. ` 


“ADEN - 20 June 1967. 
Introduction 


At about midday on 20 June, 1967, the Aden Police, 
stationed in the Armed Police Barracks, Crater, mutined and 
ambushed 'Y! Company Headquarters, 1st Battalion The Royal 
Northumberland Fusiliers, Eight Officers and men were killed, 

a further five officers and men were cut off, four of these were 
killed later on in the afternoon. 

Any attempt to restore the situation or rescue the survivors 
was unsuccesful. The Battalion moved into positions surrounding 
Crater in order to take advantage of any change in the situation 
or any alteration in the current directive. Later the three-man 
observation post on Temple Cliffs, a high bluff overlooking the 
armed police barracks came under fire and it was decided to 
evacuate it. 


Helicopter Crash. 


A Sioux light Helicopter of the Queen's Dragoon Guards was 
detailed to evacuate the three men in this OP, This Helipcopter 
support from the Queen's Dragoon Guards was only one example of 
the excellent co-operation that existed between the Royal 
Northumberland Fusiliers and the Queen's Dragoon Guards, whose 
Armoured Cars and Scout Cars had given excellent support in 
most major riots in Crater. 

On its second trip, the helicopter took off with the 
remaining two men of the OP, both fron 'Y' Company. Lance Corporal 
KEIGHTLEY, the Commander was lying face down in the port litter, 
Fusilier DUFFY was sitting inside the helicopter next to the pilot - 
Sergeant FORD of the Queen's Dragoon Guards. 

The remainder of the incident is best told by Fusilier 
DUFFY's citations 


"Whilst taking off the second time the aircraft came under 
fire, the pilot was hit in the knee, shattering his kneecap. 
He tried to contime but lost all tail rota control and had 
therefore tc put the aircraft back on the ground. The 
aircraft slid on the flat ground and over the edge of a 
gulley below where it burst into flames. In the crash 
Fusilier Duffy was slightly hurst but Corporal Keightley 
lost a leg severed below the knee and had the other leg 
completely shattered. Fusilier Duffy, under fire, despite 
the fact that the aircraft was burning, with the danger of 
a fuel explosion, helped the pilot out of the wreckage 
clear of the aircraft. He then returned to the aircraft 
and dragged Corporal Keightley away. He returned a third 
time, retrieved the radio from the wreckage, set it up and 
informed his base about the incident. 

But for Fusilier Duffy's action, both Sergeant Ford 

and Corporal Keightley would have certainly perished in 
the wreck. His action with the radio resulted in a 
quick evacuation of the wounded to hospital. 

By his calmness and determination Fusilier Duffy saved 
the lives of two soldiers under the most dangerous 
conditions and is worthy of recognition." 
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The Picture 


This magnificient and dramatic oil painting was commissioned 
by the Regiment soon after their return from Aden. It is painted 
by Terence Cuneo, the well known painter of many military scenes. 

The helicopter can be seen on fire having crash landed on 
Temple Cliffs where it was under effective fire from the Armed 
Police Barracks - to the front of the picture. Fusilier Duffy 
is pulling the pilot clear of the burning wreck. Seoonds later 
the helicopter exploded completely, Lance Corporal KEIGHTLEY is 
lying seriously wounded in the foreground. But for Duffy's 
prompt action both Ford and Keightley would undoubtedly have 
perished. 

Terence CUNEO!s trademark, a small mouse, can be.seen sensibly 
disappearing into the scrub in the right foreground. 

Fusilier DUFFY (now a Lance Corporal) is still serving in the 
Battalion. lance Corporal KEIGHTLEY, with two artificial legs is 
successfully learning to walk, Sergeant FORD has completely 
receovered and will soon be leaving the Army to fly commercially 
in Peru, 

Apart from DUFFY's Distinguished Conduct Medal the only one to 
be awarded in the whole of the South Arabian campaign, including 
the earlier Radfan; the Fifth Fusiliers were awarded an OBE 
Gallantry; an MC, an MBE (Gallantry) and a BEM (Gallantry); 
six Mentions in Despatches and two Queen's Commendations; four 
Commanders in Chief's Commendations. 


Persons on Parade 


Te Taking the Salute 


Major Gen G.C. Humphries CB, CBE - ex 5th Fusiliers. 
2 Commanding Officer 
Lt.Col. R.E. Blenkinsop, OBE. 
3 Junior Drummer 
Fus W.D. Robbins. 
4. Also Present 
Director of Infantry - Major Gen. Me Forrester, CBE, DSO, MC, 


-GOC Northumbrian ee : 
Doei. - Major Gen. R.H. Whitworth, CBE, BA, 


GOC East Midland District-Major Gen R. Gordon-Findlayson, OBE. 


Brigade Commander, 


sa Brig. D.W. Scott-Barrett, MBE, MC. 


SPECIAL ORDER OF THE DAY 


BY GENERAL SIR KENNETH DARLING, KCB, CBE, DSO 
COLONEL OF THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF FUSILIERS 
23 APRIL 1968 
St George's Day marks the Reet ton of the Royal Regiment of 


Fusiliers, which inherits the spirit and the traditions of each of 


the four Fusilier Regiments from which it is formed. 


During our long history, spanning nearly three hundred years, 
eur Regiments have faced the challense of change in our Regimental 
organisation. It ig to the credit of our forefathers that each and 
every challenge was successfully met and that the spirit of the past 
wag carried forward into the future. Had they failed, we would not 


be here today as Fusiliers. 


We too are therefore faced with a challenge. Let us all, 
following the example of StiGeorge, rise to the occasion determined 
that the reputation of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers for service to 
our Sovereign and our Country will be no less fine than the one we 


have been fortunate enough to inherit. 


I wish you, wherever you may be serving, happiness and success 
in the Regiment, which I am confident will successfully meet any 


demands made upon it. 


Gencral, 
Colonel The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers. 
(General Sir Kenneth DARLING, KCB, CBE,DSO) 


The following is the text of a loyal message sent to Her Majesty 


the Queen on 23rd pril 1968 


On St. George's Day the birthday of the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, I 


hope that your Majesty will accept from all Fusiliers, with their humble 


General, 


X 


Go.onol, fac Royal Regiment of Fusiliers’ -~ 
(General Sir Kenneth DARLING, KCB, CBE, DSO) 


THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF FUSILIERS [5th, 6th, 7th, XX] 


The Fusilier Brigade was formed in 1958 and was joined in 1963 by The 
Royal Warwickshire Fusiliers. During the last nine years a number of steps have been 
taken, ranging from the establishment of our Depot at Sutton Coldfield to the adoption 
of one order of dress, which have enabled us to work closely together and to get to know 
each other better. More recently we have formed the Fusilier Volunteers in which each 
of our four Regiments is represented. 


Some five years ago it was agreed between ourselves that the time to take a further 
step in our Regimental organisation would be when major changes in the organisation of 
the Army in general and of the Infantry in particular were announced. We have now reached 
this situation. 


It is therefore our intention to form a new Regiment which will inherit and carry forward 
into the future the spirit, the traditions, and the customs of our four Regiments. In this 
way we shall ensure that nothing from the past will be lost, and that in the future our new 
Regiment will be able to trace in the British Army a clear line of ancestry from our present 
Regiments. 


TITLES 


Approval has now been given to form our new Regiment on St. George’s Day, 
23rd April, 1968. Her Majesty The Queen has graciously approved the title of the new 
Regiment to be 


THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF FUSILIERS 


The regular battalions in the Regiment will be the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Battalions, and 
will thus not retain any subsidiary titles perpetuating our present Regimental titles. The 
Fusilier Volunteers will be the 5th (Volunteer) Battalion and the rifle companies in this 
battalion will keep their territorial connections in their titles. They will be :— 


A (Northumberland) Company 
B (Warwickshire) Company 

C (City of London) Company 
D (Lancashire) Company 


No change, however, will be made at present in the existing titles of the two Fusilier battalions 
in T & AVR Ill or of the Fusilier sub-units in other T & AVR Ill Regiments. 


HISTORIC CONNECTIONS 


The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers is anxious to maintain and to foster the historic and 
greatly valued territorial connections which our present Regiments have with Northumberland, 
Warwickshire, London, and Lancashire. The Regiment will continue to support these 
Counties and Cities on all occasions and we hope that it will continue to enjoy the splendid 
support which our present Regiments receive from them. As the Colonels of our present 
Regiments, we shall continue to represent the new Regiment in our Counties and Cities 
exactly as we do now, and we shall keep our present Headquarters in Newcastle, Warwick, 


H.M. Tower of London, and in Bury. The Regimental Headquarters of the Regiment will be 
in H.M. Tower of London. 


INSIGNIA 


The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers will inherit the emblem bearing St. George which the 
Fusilier Brigade has borne since 1958. In order further to signify and to cement our union 
into one Regiment, from St. George’s Day 1968 we shall, within the new Regiment, wear 
one hackle which will be red and white. These are the colours of St. George. 


FUTURE 


Therefore, when it becomes necessary, in a few years’ time, for the Royal Regiment 
of Fusiliers to lose one of its regular battalions, this will no longer be one of our present 
Ist Battalions nor will it be identified with one of our present Regiments as they are now 
known to you. We will lose neither the traditions nor the spirit of any of our famous 


Regiments, nor any of our most valued territorial connections. These will all be inherited, 
preserved, and carried forward into the future by 


THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF FUSILIERS. 


General. 


General Sir Kenneth Darling, KCB, CBE, DSO 
Brigade Representative Colonel, 
Colonel, The Royal Fusiliers. 


Major-General. 


Major-General R. E. T. St. John, CB, MC 
Colonel, The Royal Northumberland Fusiliers. 
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Major-General. Major-General. 


Major-General R. C. Macdonald, CB, DSO, OBE Major-General Sir George Lea, KCB, DSO, MBE 
Colonel, The Royal Warwickshire Fusiliers. Colonel, XX The Lancashire Fusiliers. 


